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WHAT

WHERE

WHEN

WHY

NEXT REGI.]LAR MEETING OF PSPCS

DES MOINES MASONIC TEMPLEZZOS S.223rd St. (Take Midway exit #149 west off
I-5...go to first stop light west of Pacific Hwy. South...Turn right.)

Thursday, May 1Sth 7:00 p.m. till 10:00 p,m. (doors open about 6:00 p.m.)

A short business meeUng..Auctim (ore item lot per mernber flease)..Door Prize..Show &
Tell..Members'trade-wlftaHes (free to members, dease ignore during business meetirg.)
Prooram: Please brirg to show and Srare your favorite book on Photographica..either one on
inGdtecting of ptptographic items or a book of stunnirg photographs you most enioy.

2M9 SHOW DATE IS SET:

For all qf yog who have been callrrg, e-maifing and br.rtton holrq me to fird out if, and when, our
next P.S.P.C.S. Show will be...here is youransyyer: @)

As part of our 2009 $how Exoerience Weekerui cur 29tr Great Sfpw will be teid in the Pavilion
g1t fie grounds ol the Weslem WasrlnUton Fair ard Conrvention Center..in Puyallup,
Washirqton..on Sdurdarr Apdl 5. ffi. We look forward to another successful Sh.'*
Exoerience Weekerd ard invite one anci allto take part.

This was the only gry fultdate the Fair hd. Our old last Saturday in April date was again
taken by ihe model ralroad foiks..who rent the ENTIRE fair groundsfor the weekend.

CAMERA SHOWS DOING WELL IN -SIGGIE ISND':

Siwie from Caftada e-mails to report that hts iast Slpw, in April, drd very well. He reprts a
few less than 1,100 eager buyers..hel@ aiarg' no @Jbt, by tne NihqLlist 99{l9,bL... **
Convention going on in Vanccruver. His eady-in count of 140 was also impressive. He did not
give a taHe ccxmt hrt I'm sure it was over 100. lt is nice to fpar that his Shows are doing so
well. His aftendance figures are abcnrt douHe what curs were for our April 4th Show. I guess
those Canadians just love to stroke used photographica

AND SPEAKING OF CANADIAN SHOWS:

The 4th anrunlVictoria, B.C. Gameraanrj Ootical Instrument Flea Market wiiltake place on
Surday, May 25il'r fron{ tO a ide &es cost. The
_FLea lvlarkel wilt be held at Market $quare..560 Johnson Street. TaHes ..(total of 40)..are
ffiffih,..which will be a bit more US these days. For altthe into. call (250) 382€838. This
conld be a very good excuse to do a fun gpt-away to Vicloria ard see if your passport is still
valid.

* *  *  *  + |  t*  d.  t t  I  t  r  f  l  + *  *  + t  |  + |  *  |  + ' t  a, t  + l l  : t  I  * , t  *  + * , t  *  r  *  |

Answers at ead of Ncwsletter.

WiFrffrankstotre @!1g

What 1979 camera used 110 {ilm and came eguipped with automatic TTL metering and a
macro 25-67mrn lense?



* * * BACKSIDE INFORMATION * * *

The April 17fr meetirU of the P,umt Sflrd Photosraohic Cdbctors Soci€ty came to order at
7.CI p.in. There were3z m aHytookoveras
secretary for the meetirq as Don Frierd had an important otfof-state cornmitment and ccrid
rpt dteld the metiry, The March mirMes were rrfr nead Treasurer, Shirlev, reporbd ftat
ffe ClLb was still sdvert.

OLD BUSINE$S & SHOW REPCIRI: '

There ty€ts rp old busiress. BillKirnber bqan our Show report by anru.mcmg that tfe Fair fns
remitted 82n.25 b us. This rvas a $easent surprise. Mke tmqd reported that we hd 71
earty-ins and406 regularadmissions. Dand reported we had hadover 150 taHes in use and
t}lat everythirg went very smooffrly. He had heard only one corndaint from a seller durirg Ute
Sl'row. He repoded that we sent u.rt 2030 post cards and only 232 came back from tp Post
Office. There was gprerd ryreernen tnt hostrg orr frichy evenirq fpspth|tfy ft.nction in tlrc
Show hall cafe locatim had be€n a very good move and had also saved us scme "dead
presi&nts". Sten. hve. Harold. Mike ard [.oma did a gred on site i*. Overdl *e rnembers
felt qJr Show lnd gone wellard been very good.

f{EW BI}SINESS:

The membership voted to have Eill Kimber contact the Puyallup Fair and Events Cmter ard
request an April Show Date forffiO9. (see page one. Ed.)

A short discusstofl ensued regardingthe cost of brirUtng in our Show Exoerience Weekend
guest speaker. Bill Klmber pornised that fu 2ffi9 Sho$r Committee wor.dd take cost into
accotnt when selecting rur 20G) Speaker.

thirlev Soanow rcad an +mail She lnd received from Jim McKeown concemirrg pblishing
dnotfrerEffi-ot tris "cdlectirq Bil*e". The bottorn lireffi--ue that he wd,rio if he cddd
rnake firencially feasiHe the cost of pdishing a new ed[tion with a selling price cdlectors could
affordto pay. This wwld not happen before m10. We shall see,

SHOW & TELL AND PROGRAM:

The program was treasures from qrr recent Sfpv{. Ten members shared most interesting
stories ard frrotographica items. Thank you all!

AucTroNANpMR PEIZE:

Fotr items vvere up for zuction. One received rn openirq bid. Ttp drer three frrund rrew
owrlers for a total cf $34.00. The hr Prize was won by Pave Tarrrer vuka got his choice of
one of tfp dght pttotographic posters Danel had &nated to the Glub. The other seven were
then auc*ioned off wiffr a total of $22.00 gc$rg to the ClLb. Agatn, Thank you ail!

Meetirg adiruned at8:24 p.m. for more selling, conversation ard nurnmie murchirg.

THE BELLOWS Newsletter is published 10 times per year by Puget Sound Photographic Collector's Society, Inc.
Information for The Bellows should be send to Bill Kimber, 1413 Weathervane Drive, Tacoma, WA 98466-5712,
(253) 564-4046, billkimber @ webtv.net

The P.S.P.C.S. internet address is www.pspcs.org

Dues are $20.00 per year and should be sent to Secretary/Treasurer Shirley Sparrow, 300 Pease Road, Cle Elum, WA
98922, (509) 614-1916, sesparrow9@msn.com P.S.P.C.S. members receive first notification of our yearly April show.

PRESIDENT: DARREL WOMACK (.206\ 244-6831 DARRELCAM@COMCAST.NET



The fdtowing is from tre ll/estem Cana& Phdooraotric HistsicalAssociation ard is used with
thanks. Ed.

Tng ColLEcToR Minicams, candids,and chicagos

:1,:ii,i l ' i:i

Collecting cameras, or anything else for that matter, can get
rather expensive if one hankers after the high- end items. An
obsession with Leica, Nikon, Alpa, or pre 1900 wood and
brass cameras can wreck a maniqgg, o1 mqke _9n9 dgpendent_ _
on Kraft Dinners.

There are some interesting collectible alternatives among
cameras, and I present a few of them above, the world of in-
expensive thermoplastic cameras. The earliest of these are of
course the most expensive, the pioneers such as the Soho
folders from the 30's the Pilot and Cadet at about $30-45. The
rare Minolta "Marble" tops all at about $150 but just pretend
you haven't heard of it and stick with the simple stuff. In
North America the most underated collectible cameras are
what McKeown calls "minicams". In advertising and on their
boxes they are described as 'candid' cameras, and I suppose
one should not expect much subtlety for the $3.98 average
new selling price. Today you can find them for $1-10 in ga-

rage sales and flea markets or about $10-15 on auction sites.
Most of them use l2'7 film, are single speed, fixed focus, me-
niscus lens, viewfinder cameras. The variations are in the
faceplates, which offer names like 'Pickwick', 'Dick Tracy',
'Faultless' etc as you can see in the photo above. An interest-
ing fact is that the majority of these cameras claim Chicago as
their city of origin. Checking around I have found at least 55
different companies registered in Chicago as making cameras.
The most famous is Argus Inc. (also of Ann Arbor Michigan)

the most obscure may be the Five Star Camera Corporation.
But they all claim Chicago as home town and most of them
look alike, except for their shutter plates, and different body
mouldings.
Oni: is-temptecfto speclila-te whethEr aIIffi
owned by several larger holding companies for tax reasons, or
whether there were in fact small groups of fedora- hatted
wiseguys toiling in underground camera factories and fighting
for market sharel

There are indeed a few minicams from New York (Utility

Inc), and Detroit (Detrola Corp.) and some other cities in the
U.S. and if one looks to Europe there are lots of plastic cam-
eras in some very interesting shapes and most of the prices are
modest for the collector. An excellent website to visit is
<http://candidcamera.free.fr.> that shows many French and
German plastic cameras.

Peter Knowlden

Steref  lektoskop -  c1 913-1930's.



$HO$l DISPLAY WIN NE R$ At'l F,lOUl,lCED;

Again tfs year committee members t-larold Beyea ard Qg Frierd did a s.perb i:b of
organ{zirq or eigltt display ta& entdes, There were eight cdegodes that could be entered hrt
no entries rvere received in the fdbmrg hree Cafiegories: Cfassic Cameras made behryeen
1940 ard 1g85..Modern Cameras made since 1985 & Sr.dc-Mini Cameras-smaller tfnn
35mm. Hopeft.^illy, next year these irrteresting categories wiil attract enteries frorn some of you.

Thank vcxr from your Stpw Committee to all who took part this year. We had space for 12
ffiil-enteri6s and look forward to also ftllhg those tables ai qrr rext Showon April Sth,
2009.

Here are tlds years wiruprs in the categnries in which they entered:

Category #1 - Early Cameras manufactured before 194O:

1't .  Place
2nd' Place

Category #5 --

1tt .  Place
2nd. Place

-  Ralph and Bobbie London
- Eugene Raddatz

Movie cameras, projectors' Cinemd:

- Marvin Nauman
- J im Passi

Category #6 - Photo accessories, flash, filters' camera supports, etc:

1".  Place -  Bob Kel ly

Category #7 -- Non-Cameras, Novelty items, toys, figurines:

1't.  Place - Stuart Curry

Category #8 - Images, Literature or Other Photographic related items:

1't.  Place - Marcy Merri l l
2nd' Place - Darrel Womack

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++#++#++.ffi++#
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Photo Books
Are you one of those people who are always on

the lookout for new, different, and exciting reading
material, but could care less about the latest New
York Times best seller? I'm talking about phoro
books, photo books of every type imaginable.
Repair manuals, price guides, reference books,
used and rare books on photography and cameras.
Look no further than Petra Kellers Photo
Fooks. <http ://camerabooks.com/> From a quick
5-minute browse it looks like the site has just
about every photo/camera book ever published.
Check it out.

+ Answer:
+ MinoLta
+ 110 Zoom
I sLR Mark
I II tuhtch is
++ tne re'

+ styLed
+ uerston oJ
i ttrc JLat
+ modet. that
+ appeared.
+ tn 1976.
I The Mark
I Il is more

{ compact

+ andLooks
f, Lke a small 35mm
+
+

4.SLR.


